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Johnson Brigham, Chairman, Des Moines. 
Dr. Walter A. Jessup, Iowa City. 
May Francis, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone. 
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Clara L. Abernethy, Reference Librarian. 
Office—-State Historical Building, Des 
Moines. 


This quarterly is mailed free to all public librar- 
ies and to trustees of free public libraries in the 
State of Iowa. 








Iowa Library Association 
Thirty-Fourth Annual Meeting 


Place—BOONE. 
Time—OCTOBER 1, 2 and 3. 
Headquarters—HOTEL HOLST. 


Meeting Place—Beautiful new audi- 
torium of the library. 

Inspiring speakers—lIowa librarians 
and outside talent. Dallas Lore Sharp’s 
coming is almost assured. There will 
also be a specialist in children’s work. 

Boone is a very enthusiastic hostess 
city. Rumors have escaped of some of 
the plans they are making. 


BE AT BOONE OCTOBER 1, 2 AND 
3 NEXT. 





District Meeting, Sioux City, April 29, 1924. 
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Program of Library Workers 
Conference 
To be held in connection with the 
Iowa Library Summer School at the 
State University of lowa, July 9-10, 


1924. 

Wednesday, July 9 
Morning 

9:30 Address of Welecome—President 
Walter A Jessup. 

10:00 Library Development — Milton 
J. Ferguson, State Librarian, 
Sacramento, Calif. 

11:00 Mid-West Poetry—Edwin Ford 
Piper, Assistant Professor of 
English, University of Iowa. 

Afternoon 

2:00 Group Service in Libraries— 
Arthur E. Bostwick, Libra- 
rian, St. Louis, Mo. 

3:00 Modern Fiction and the Library 
—Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Li- 
brarian, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Evening 


8:00 Play, presented by Speech De- 


partment 
Thursday, July 10 
Morning 
10:00 The Library and the Locality— 
Arthur E. Bostwick. 
11:00 County Libraries—Milton J. 
Ferguson. 
Afternoon 
2:00 Adult Education and the Public 
Library—L. L. Dickerson, 
American Library Association. 
3:00 Contemporary Drama—William 
L. Sowers, Assistant Profes- 
sor of English, University of 
Iowa. 


District Meetings 1924 

‘Eight district meetings of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association were held this spring 
on the dates and at the places announced 
in the last issue of the Quarterly. 

. The total registration at these meet- 
ings was 288. Only once has there deen 
a larger registration, in 1922, when the 
number reached 300. The figures are not 
always conclusive as there is often a 
failure to register on the part of local 
trustees as well as sometimes failure to 
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attend. The largest meeting was in 
Sioux City with sixty-four in attend- 
ance. The Davenport, Grinnell and Wa- 
terloo meetings each had a registration 
of about fifty. The Centerville meeting 
was unique in the number of trustees 
exceeding the number of librarians and 
assistants present. There was a small 
increase in the total number of trustees 
present. 

The subjects discussed were based on 
the supplementary report blank sent out 
in December by the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission. Two topics which 
were closely allied were: ‘‘ Relative im- 
portance of circulation and reference 
work’’ and the question, ‘‘ Which should 
receive more attention, securing new bor- 
rowers or increasing the circulation.” 
The consensus of opinion was that ref- 
erence work is the important work of 
the library as it is truly educational and 
should therefore be given more publicity. 
Reaching new people was also decided 
to be more important than increasing 
the number of books taken by people 
who are already borrowers for not until 
the library touches approximately as 
many homes as do the schools, churches, 
newspapers and movies will the library 
be as widely recognized as an educa- 
tional institution. In the discussion of 
these topics many original ways of reach- 
ing the people were given. 

In the discussion of low salaries and 
long hours everyone agreed that the li- 
brarians themselves have a responsibil- 
ity as well as do the trustees. 


The entrance into library work of 


those lacking education and preparation 
is of course one reason for low salaries 
as is also the presence of those who do 


not have the energy and initiative of 


youth or are deficient in other q 
cations which make a good librarian. 


of the very best intentions the sper 
of librarians which leads them to accept — 
low salaries and long hours without pro- — 
test was also recognized as a factor in 
the problem. The tendency of many li © 


brarians to ‘‘putter’’ also often length- 


ens the hours unnecessarily. 
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Aside from this with library boards 
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FRESE PROBES. 


The responsibility for the efficiency of 
the library it was agreed should be di- 
vided fifty-fifty between the trustees 
and the librarian. Two big tasks of the 
trustees are to employ a competent li- 
brarian and to secure the funds neces- 
sary to adequately maintain the library. 
The part of the librarian is to see that 
these funds are wisely expended, the 
books carefully selected, and that a high 
standard of service is maintained. 

The book discussions were based on 
lists of desirable non-fiction, fietion and 
juveniles appearing since the state meet- 
ing. These lists were distributed at each 
of the meetings and have since been 
mailed to librarians not in attendance 
at any meeting. 

A roll call to which librarians pres- 
ent responded by naming the three books 
of non-fiction most in demand in their 
libraries since the state meeting resulted 
in Papini’s ‘‘Life of Christ’’ being in 
the lead in almost every case, closely 
seconded by Emily Post’s ‘‘ Etiquette.’’ 

The following resolution was proposed 
at the Sioux City meeting by Mr. Sum- 
ner and adopted at all the meetings and 
has since been forwarded to the secre- 
tary of the American Library Associa- 


‘tion through whom it will go to the Ex- 


ecutive Board: 


‘*Resolved, that the eight districts of 
the Iowa Library Association in session 
in 1924 at Sioux City, April 29th; Shen- 
andoah, April 30th; Centerville, May 
2d; Davenport, May 6th and 7th; Grin- 
nell, May 8th; Jefferson, May 13th; 
Estherville, May 15th; and Waterloo, 
May 16th, vote in favor of Biennial 
meetings of the American Library As- 
sociation which shall include Regional 
meetings in view of the fact that many 
more of the Iowa librarians will be able 
to attend American Library Association 
conferences if held regionally.’’ 

The hospitality and cordial weleome 
extended by the entertaining libraries 
made the district meetings very pleas- 
ant oceasions to the President of the 
Iowa Library Association and the Secre- 
tary of the Iowa Library Commission. 
In several places the librarians were 
guests of the Commercial Clubs or Ro- 
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tarians or both and pleasing programs 
enlivened the lunch hours. All these 
courtesies were appreciated by the li- 
brarians present. 


I. L. A. Memberships 

According to the by-laws adopted at 
the Fort Dodge meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association membership in the as- 
sociation is now constituted by the pay- 
ment of $10 by libraries in towns with a 
population of over 10,000, of $5.00 by 
libraries. in towns with a population be- 
tween 2,500 and 10,000, and of $2.50 by 
libraries in towns with a population of 
less than 2500. This gives membership 
for the librarian, one member of the li- 
brary board and one assistant. 

According to this classification there 
are nineteen libraries in the first class, 
sixteen of which have paid dues, name- 
ly: Oskaloosa, Fort Madison, Boone, 
Keokuk, Marshalltown, Muscatine, Fort 
Dodge, Mason City, Ottumwa, Burling- 
ton, Council Bluffs, Waterloo, Cedar 
Rapids, Davenport, Sioux City and Des 
Moines. 

In the second class there are fifty-six 
libraries, twenty-nine of which have 
paid their dues, twenty-seven not yet 
having paid. Those which have paid are 
as follows: Sac City, Osceola, Emmets- 
burg, Clear Lake, Clarion, Harlan, Ana- 
mosa, Hampton, Manchester, Maquo- 
keta, Storm Lake, Algona, Glenwood, 
Iowa Falls, Mount Pleasant, Decorah, 
Carroll, Spencer, Estherville, Atlantic, 
Grinnell, Red Oak, Cherokee, Fairfield, 
Ames, Cedar Falls, Newton, Oclwein, 
and Centerville. 

In the third class there are sixty- 
three towns with libraries, twenty-four 
of which have paid their dues. They are 
as follows: West Branch, Malvern, 
Nashua, Reinbeck, Odebolt, Woodbine, 
Sanborn, Toledo, Logan, Spirit Lake, 
Greenfield, Grundy Center, Belmond, 
Sibley, De Witt, Corydon, Ida Grove, 
Rockwell City, Bedford, Tipton, Forest 
City, Rock Rapids, Humboldt, and Ha- 
warden. 

Two association libraries, namely, Mil- 
ford and Wayland, have also paid dues. 
There have been a number of individual 
dues also received making the total re- 
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ceipts up to the present time $409.48 of 
which $71.79 have been expended leav- 
ing a balance on hand of $337.69. 

Doubtless the libraries not paying 
have overlooked the matter and this may 
serve as a reminder. Dues may be sent 
to Miss Gertrude I. Sheridan, Public 
Library, Algona, Iowa, and the earlier 
they are sent the better as it will enable 
the program committee to know the 
amount which can be expended for the 
Boone meeting. 





Fiction* 
By Mrs. Laura Duncan, 
Librarian, Albia. 

What is fiction? It is all of the stuff 
of which dreams are made: which means 
the best and bravest of all stuff of which 
human life is made. 

No substance is of importance in fic- 
tion, unless it is substance in which the 
pulse of life is beating and the new 
books show a fresh living current and 
the imaginative reality which the mod- 
ern writers are conferring upon it. 

While it is true that the modern novel, 
in its higher development, has come to 
mean something more important than a 
mere story, a source of amusement for 
an idle hour: still the fact remains, that 
in all classes and grades of fiction, the 
underlying story is the one common fac- 
tor, the one indispensable element, with- 
out which the most carefully written 
novel becomes a mere dry as dust essay 
or sermon. 

The present-day novel, at any rate 
seems to be in a bad way. J. Middleton 
Murray, literary editor of the London 
Nation makes the solemn announcement 
that all modern fiction is moribund, if 
not worse. But in the face of all this 
pessimism, the book stores are receiving 
the annual spring flood of books. 

There are a lot of them and they touch 
the extremes; they do not seem to strike 
that high peak of seriousness that was 
evident in the autumn and the thought- 
ful reader will almost inevitably be com- 
pelled to ask himself whether any of 


them are good. 


*Read at the Centerville district meeting May 2, 
1924. 





We ask what makes popularity in fic- 
tion, or what makes a novel popular in 
our time. If a novel, because of the in- 
trinsic interest of its story, or on account 
of the contagion of the idea it contains, 
is widely read by many kinds of readers, 
and if these readers on their own initi- 
ative, recciamend the book they have 
read to others, that is popularity and a 
sufficient definition. 

Perfection of form is not enough to 
make a book popular. A story has to 
move or few will read it, but it is doubt- 
ful whether a greater technical achieve- 
ment than this is required for popu- 
larity. 

We have always known that a novel 
ean be highly popular without being 
truly excellent. Nevertheless it is a val- 
uable discipline, also in estimating the 
value of a novel to eliminate the special 
appeal it may have to your own private 
craving, for each of us has his soft spot 
where the pen can pierce, and we are 
inclined to judge from our own personal 
viewpoint. 

The fact that fiction discusses sex 
more thoroughly now than in the past 
causes much comment and criticism. The 
popular philosophy of the day, or rather 


the philosophy of life is built largely- 


upon questions of sex. It is inconceiv- 
able that literature, even without the 
moral oversets of war, should not be 
powerfully affected. And the matter of 
decency in this question is a matter of 
taste. Decency lies always somewhere 
between prudishness and the shocking, 
and what shocks one generation doesn’t 
shock another. While we are hearing 
less and less of sex in modefn fiction yet 
we can see that, in a way its influence 
may be an incentive to better living out 
of sheer reaction against the ugliness of 
its depicted vice. 

The fiction that keeps in mind Ameri- 
ean tradition in epic and story is the 
kind that we must remember when mak- 
ing out our book lists. Such books are 
studies in influence and the changing 
background throws into strong relief the 
characteristics of the men and women 
of the times. 


But librarians must be non-reforma- — 
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tive; we must permit a differentiation in 
human belief and purpose; we must al- 
low the reader to work out his own des- 
tiny. 

A citizen pays his money for the books 
he wishes to read and it is outside the 
jurisdiction of the librarian and the li- 
brary board to tell him what he ought 
to read. 

In fiction, only the very latest cur- 
rent works are called for by the majority 
of library patrons and moral supervi- 
sion does not make for progress. 

We must try to please everybody and 
yet handle intelligently one of the great- 
est educational institutions of the age. 


Temporary Library Training Board 
Provisional 


To the Council of the American Library 
Association : 

The Temporary Library Trainiog 
Board whose appointment was author- 
ized by the Council at the Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, Conference of the Ameriean 
Library Associafion, in April, 1923, re- 
spectfully submits the following report. 

This report is based on two funda- 
mental convietions regarding libraries 
and library service: First, that there 
is @ steadily growing appreciation of 
the importance of libraries as a neces- 
sary part of our American system of 
education, and, Second, that in the mak- 
ing of good libraries and good library 
service, no other essential is so import- 
ant as carefully chosen, well-educated, 
and thoroughly trained librarians. 

It is for these reasons that the li- 
brary profession has been interested for 
nearly forty years in the problems of 
education for librarianship. 

At the conference of the American 
Library Association in 1887, the year 
the first regular library school was es- 
tablished, a special committee reported 
upon this experiment in education, and 
since then scarcely a year has passed 
without a report from a similar com- 
mittee. In 1900 the Committee on Li- 
brary Schools recommended not only an 
appropriation to provide for personal 
visits of inspection but ‘‘that the Asso- 
ciation take such steps as will put it in 
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close touch with education for librarian- 
ship and will enable it to give or with- 
hold its endorsement of schools or train- 
ing classes, with an assurance born of 
full knowledge.’’ 

In 1903, a Committee on Library 
Training recommended ‘‘that a standing 
committee on Library Training be ap- 
pointed [and] that this com- 
mittee be required to present an annual 
report to the American Library Asso- 
ciation.”” The Committee made this rec- 
ommendation ‘‘from a conviction that 
something should be done to bring about 
a higher standard and greater uniform- 
ity of standard of training for the sake 
of library boards unable to discriminate 
between the various advertised sources 
of training, and for the sake of those 
applicants for training who should not 
be allowed to waste time, effort, and 
money on an inferior quality or defective 
quantity of training.’’ 

This standing Committee on Library 
Training was appointed, has been re- 
porting progress each year, and on its 
recommendation in April, 1923, the 
Council of the American Library Asso- 
ciation 

Voted, That a Temporary Library 

Training Board be appointed to in- 
vestigate the field of library train- 
ing, to formulate tentative stand- 
ards for all forms of library train- 
ing agencies, to devise a plan for 
accrediting such agencies, and to re- 
port to the Council. 

The President on authority of the Ex- 
ecutive Board appointed this Temporary 
Library Training Board in May, 1923. 

In its study the Board has been im- 
pressed by the debt which the profession 
owes to those who have pioneered in the 
field of library education. The profes- 
sion is comparatively new, salaries have 
been low, and funds for all purposes 
have been inadequate. Under these con- 
ditions it is inevitable that the system 
of education for the profession should 
be imperfect. The progress has been re- 
markable considering all the cireum- 
stances. It is with full realization of 
these conditions that the Board presents 


the following findings: 
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(1) That the growing importance of li- 
braries as productive factors in 
community life and as mediums for 
the diffusion of knowledge has cre- 
ated a demand for librarians with 
trained minds of a high order; 


(2) That the agencies now offering edu- 

cation for librarianship are unable 

, to supply a sufficient number of per- 
sons to meet the demands; and es- 
pecially, to fill positions requirin 
highly specialized prepar&ation mm 
the qualities of leadership; 

(3)°That existing library schools are 
inadequately financed ; 

(4) That there exists great variation in 
entrance requirements, curricula, 
faculty qualifications, and library 
facilities in those agencies purport- 
ing to offer the same quality of ed- 
ucation ; 

(5) That there are no facilities for pre- 
paring teachers of library science; 

(6) That there is evident lack of a uni- 
form nomenclature, as well as of a 
uniform system of credits such as is 
generally recognized in collegiate 
practice ; 

(7) That standards for education have 
been established by individual agen- 
cies, or small groups of agencies, 
but that, in general no definite qual- 
ifications for library work have been 
required by the profession at large ; 

(8) That there is not sufficient co-oper- 
ation among training agencies of 
different types to secure a correla- 
tion ef the work given by them; 

(9) That there exists no organization 
within or without the profession 

_ ‘*which has authority to promote and 

*~ to evaluate the sevéral grades of 

' education for librarianship. 


As a result of these findings, your 
Boatd has realized thé acute need for a 
permanent official body which shall help 
library educational agencies to develop 
their resources and to fulfill satisfac- 
torily their function of meeting, and 
even of anticipating, the changing needs 
of library service. Such a body would 
be comparable to the national boards or 
councils that so effectively are improv- 
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ing education in the professions of law, 
medicine, and dentistry. 





Your Temporary Library Training 
Board, therefore 
Recommends, 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


That a permanent Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship be created ; 
That this Board shall consist of five 
(5) members to be appointed by the 
Executive Board, at the annual con- 
ference of the American Library 
Association in 1924. The members 
so appointed shall choose by lot one 
member to serve for one year, one 
for two years, one for three years, 
one for four years, and one for five 
years. Thereafter one member shall 
be appointed each year by the Ex- 
ecutive Board to serve for the en- 
suing five years. Vacancies for un- 
expired terms shall be filled by the 
Executive Board; 


That the Board of Education for. 
“Librarianship shall organize by 


electing its chairman and adopting 
such regulations as may be needed 
for the conduct of its affairs. The 
chairman shall be elected for one 
year.»The Board shall have author- 
ity to incur proper expenses within 
authorized limits; 

That the Board of Education for 

Librarianship shall: 
changing needs and promote 
the further development of ed- 
ueation for librarianship ; 

(b) Investigate the extent to which 
existing agencies meet the needs 
of the profession ; 

(c) Formulate fot the approval of 
the Council minimum standards 
for library schools, for summer 
library courses, for courses on 


- (a) Study library, service and its 


school library work in normal ~ 


schools and teachers’ colleges, 
for training and apprentice 
classes, for correspondence and 
extension courses, and for such 
other educational agencies as 
may arise; 


(d) Classify these agencies in ac 


cordance with the standards 
thus adopted ; 
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(e) Publish annually a list of the 
accredited agencies ; 

(f) Plan for the correlation of the 
work offered by the agencies, so 
that a unified system of educa- 
tion for librarianship may be 
developed ; 

(g) Establish throughout the differ- 
ent agencies a uniform system 
of credits consistent with col- 
legiate practice ; 

(h) Assign to the technical terms 
used in library education mean- 
ings which will promote accur- 
ate and uniform application ; 

(i) Establish close relations with 
other bodies having similar pur- 
poses ; 

(j) Serve in an advisory capacity 
in regard to grants of funds for 
library education ; 

(k) Serve in any other matters 
which would fall logically with- 
in the functions of the Board; 

(1) Report annually to the A. L. A. 
Council on the progress of edu- 
eation for librarianship. 

The Temporary Library Training 
Board feels obliged to call attention to 
the relation between these recommenda- 
tions and library salaries. At present 
the salaries of library positions are too 
low to attract enough suitable recruits 
to the field and to offer any incentive to 
students to take extensive preparatory 
training. Those entrusted with the man- 
agement of libraries, in order to secure 
well equipned librarians, must be pre- 
pared to offer proper compensation. 

The Board acknowledges the help of 
library schools, librarians and repre- 
sentatives of other professions in the 
preparation of this report and the ap- 
pendices. 

The appendices to this report are pre- 
sented for general information, and not 
for action. They indicate the nature of 
the problems that await solution and 
suggest tentative standards for the con- 
sideration of a permanent board. When 
the permanent board adopts these stand- 
ards, or others which may result from 
more detailed investigation, it is assumed 
that the Board will safeguard the rights 
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of those of proven ability who are now 
engaged in the work of education for li- 
brarianship. 

The Temporary Library Training 
Board respectfully urges the acceptance 
of the report and the adoption of the 
four recommendations. 

Apam Srroum, Chairman. 

H. W. Craver. 

Linpa A. EasTMan. 

ANDREW KEOGH. 

M. G. Wyer. 

Saran C. N. Boaie, Secretary. 


An Education Building at State Fair 
The Iowa State Fair Educational 
Committee first met with the Executive 
Committee of the lowa State Fair Board, 
in the summer of 1922. The writer for 
over two years previous had had a vision 
of a great Education Building at the 
State Fair where education both secular 
and religious could put on a unified edu- 
cational exhibit second to no exhibit on 
the grounds. He felt that fairs gener- 
ally were of immense educational value 
to those attending, but that the real 
foundation of our greatness, intelligence 
and moral character, were kept in the 
background or entirely absent. 

He called the above meeting with the 
Fair Board and the colleges for the pur- 
pose af bringing about the realization 
of his vision. He was also anxious to 
have the educational and religious ele- 
ments of the state more determinedly 
back of the Fair which was building up 
a prosperity that made possible our 
great churches and schools. 

The Fair Board heartily approved of 
the idea and gave space for a united ex- 
hibit of the church colleges of the state. 
Six colleges participated in the exhibit 
that year in the space provided in Ma- 
chinery Hall. The following year more 
ample space was granted under the 
Grandstand and nine universities and 
colleges participated. 

All were enthused with the exhibit, 
and especially with the idea of a united 
exhibit which was not competitive. 
They have now organized a general com- 
mittee of all departments of education 
for the purpose of securing an Educa- 






































tion Building and unifying the edu- 
cational work. 

The plan includes representatives in a 
general committee of each college, the 
public schools, the State Teachers Asso- 
ciation, the State Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, the State Board of Education, 
the lowa Library Association, each re- 
ligious denomination operating in the 
state, the Parent Teachers Association, 
and all other organizations doing educa- 
tional work, such as the W. C. T. U., the 
Y. M. C. A., Boy Scouts, Camp Fire 
Girls, Women’s League of Voters, etc. 
‘A large number of these are co-operat- 
img now and the others are expected to 
join the movement. 

During the State Fair of 1924 we ex- 
pect to hold a meeting in the Admin- 
istration Building on the Fair Grounds 
to which all the state officials and leg- 
islators will be invited. At this meeting 
we will discuss the proposed building 
and plans for a unified exhibit. 

Cyrus E. Harvey. 


Library Commission 

The Legislature and the Retrenchment 
and Reform Committee adjourned and 
went home with no action taken for sal- 
ary relief for the Library Commission. 
This is probably due to the creation of 
a Budget System which will go into ef- 
fect October Ist, next. 

With the consideration of the Library 
Commission budget we trust salaries will 
be allowed which will make possible the 
filling of the present vacancies. It will 
be impossible to carry on another win- 
ter’s work with the present force, will- 
ing and hard workers though they be. 
To attempt to do so would be to wreck 
the health of the staff and fail to give 
anywhere near satisfactory service and 
no sane secretary would try to do it. 








A New Position for Mr. Dickerson 

Mr. L. L. Dickerson, formerly of Grin- 
nell, has resigned his position as library 
specialist of the United States army to 
act as the Executive Assistant for a 
Commission that will make a study of 
libraries and adult education. The mem- 
bers of the commission will be appointed 
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by the Executive Board of the American 
Library Association. 





Biographies of Present-Day Writers 


The following, taken from the Wis- 
consin Library Bulletin for April, was 
by the Bulletin taken from the Mil 
waukee Journal for February 29th. The 
material is so helpful that it is listed 
= the benefit of the librarians of 

owa. 


Joseph Conrad: A Brief Chronicle. 
gern Page & Co., Garden City, 

The Poetical Works of Walter De la 
Mare (leaflet with some biographical 
facts). Henry Holt & Co., 19 West 
Forty-fourth St., New York, N. Y. 

The Novels of Jeffery Farnol. Little, 
Brown & Co., 34 Beacon St., Boston, 
Mass. 

John Galsworthy : A Sketch of His Life 
and Works. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
597 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Ellen Glasgow, by Louise Maunsell 
Field. Doubleday, Page & Co., Gar- 
den City, N. Y. 

Cosmo Hamilton the Man. Little, 
Brown & Co., 34 Beacon St., Boston, 
Mass. 

0. Henry Papers. Doubleday, Page & 
Co., Garden City, N. Y. (contains in- 
dex to all O. Henry’s stories). 

Selma Lagerloff: the Woman, Her 
Work, Her Message, by Harry E. 
Maule. Doubleday, Page & Co., Gar- 
den City, N. Y. 

D. H. Lawrence: the Man and His 
Work. (Leaflet containing some 
biographical facts.) Thomas Seltzer, 
5 West Fiftieth St., New York, N. Y. 


Joseph Crosby Lincoln. D. Appleton & 


Co., 35 West Thirty-second St., New 
York, N. Y. 

W. J. Locke. Dodd, Mead & Co., 443- 
449 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Amy Lowell: Sketches Biographical and 
Critical by Richard Hunt and Royall 
H. Snow. Houghton Mifflin Co., 2 
Park St., Boston, Mass. 








Edison Marshall: the Man and Hisaa 


Books. Little, Brown & Co., 34 Bea- 4 


con St., Boston, Mass. 





William McFee: A Biographical Sketch 
by Harry E. Maule. Doubleday, 
Page & Co., Garden City, N. Y. 

Christopher Morley: A_ Biographical 
Sketch. Doubleday, Page & Co., 
Garden City, N. Y. 

Kathleen Norris: An Appreciation, by 
Rupert Hughes. Doubleday, Page & 
Co., Garden City, N. Y. 

Mary Roberts Rinehart: A Sketch of 
the Woman and Her Work. George 
H. Doran Co., 244 Madison Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 

Frank Swinnerton: Appreciation by 
Arnold Bennett and H. G. Wells, with 
Biographical Particulars and Notes 
on His Books. George H. Doran Co., 
244 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Hugh Walpole: Appreciation by Jo- 
seph Conrad, Arnold Bennett, Joseph 
Hergesheimer. George H. Doran Co., 
244 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Edith Wharton: A Critical Study by 
Katharine Fullerton Gerould. D. 
Appleton & Co., 35 West Thirty- 
second St., New York, N. Y. 

Harold Bell Wright: D. Appleton & 
Co., 35 West Thirty-second St., New 
York, N. Y. 


New Tax Supported Libraries 

At the regular election on March 31st 
four Iowa towns voted on the question 
of library tax support which is included 
in the term ‘‘establishment’’ used in 
the law. 

In three of the towns the vote was 
successful, viz., Arthur in Ida County, 
Coon Rapids in Carroll County, and 
Humeston in Wayne County. 

In all these towns association libraries 
have existed for some time and these li- 
braries we now welcome to our tax sup- 
ported library ranks and wish them suc- 
cess in securing from their city coun- 
cils the maximum tax for only that will 
give them adequate maintenance, if in- 
deed that will do so. 

In the fourth town, Keosauqua, the 
vote was lost perhaps from too active a 
campaign which is sometimes the case. 
As Farmington in the same county has 
twice failed in an attempt to secure tax 
support it would seem that the people 





of the county were not particularly in- 
terested in securing the educational ad- 
vantages afforded by a library. 

The failure at Keosauqua and the pre- 
vious failures at Farmington are par- 
ticularly discouraging as Van Buren is 
one of the black library counties in the 
state, having no tax supported library 
within its bounds. However, there is op- 
portunity to try again with the hope of 
better results next time. 


The Way to Fairyland 
Agnes Fisk Millice 
How far away is Fairyland? Is there a 
fence around? 
Does the path climb up a mountain 
steep or wind thru marshy ground? 
I wish I knew just where it was—For 
there I’d love to go, 
Do you walk, or ride with a firefly 
guide? Do you travel fast or slow? 


Hush, Hush, little girl! Just wait little 
boy, I will tell you the way, its right 
here at home, if you know where to 





‘look—and when you are through your 


play. 

As twilight comes—You scamper (1) 

For books—and there just within each 
cover. 

Lies a Fairyland of story and song, 
where (2) Elves and Goblins hover. 


If you’re very still you can sometimes 
hear a snatch of Fairy song—And a 
faint perfume as of lily and fern; (3) 
when the Fairy Queen flies along; 
(4) Cinderella may come,—Bo-Peep, 
Red Riding Hood (5, 6)—Indians—(7) 
So sly, so still, 
(8) Brownies play tricks on girls and 
boys—when the sun hides behind the 
hill. 


Perhaps will come (9) a prim little 
maid—’tis the quaint Old-fashioned girl. 
We love them all, our Book Friends 
dear, we love each shining curl (10) of 
Goldilocks—as she hurries along, when 
Wuff-Wuff in the woods she hears. 
But the Three bears won’t hurt her— 
(11)—the Fairies will help, so quiet all 
your fears. 
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How far away is Fairyland? Give chil- 
dren the Books they need—Make their 
pathway easy to Fairyland, let them 
live in it as they read Romance, Reality, 
Fancy and Facts—Here is a Library of 
our own! 

Will you work with us—and help as 
you can? Fairyland (12) Then will be 
right here in town! 





Directions for the Way to Fairyland 
The reader may be at one side of the 
stage or seated in the group, however the 
effect is better if she is behind curtains 
or sereen in the center, back stage. Group 
also in center Mother showing pictures 
to tiny daughter on her lap, two boys 
and a girl standing by her with backs 
to audience. Mother rocks and turns 
pages till (1) when the three children 
standing ‘‘secamper’’ to a table at one 
side each take a book and go to ex- 
treme front stage where rugs should 
be placed to insure correct placing— 


and remain in some comfortable posi-° 


tion looking at the books till the end. 
They must not look at audience or char- 
acters. Mother and little girl continue 
with pictures. (2) Goblin dances across 
stage touching each of three children. 
Large print used to indicate slow read- 
ing to allow characters time on and off. 
(3) Fairy waving wand touches chil- 
dren and raises wand when in center. 
(4, 5 and 6), simply follow each other. 
Allow time for (7) with hand to eyes, 
slowly to cross. (8) Same elf runs back 
pinching one, pulling hair, ete. (9) 
Walks very sedately, should be off by 
word ‘‘dear’’. (10) Runs in, turns back 
afraid at Wuff and Fairy comes out at 
hurt—takes her hand, leads her off. At 
(12) all come on stage, 4, 5, 6 and 7, 
one side, 2, 3, 9 and 10 the other, after 
Town all seamper off. Mother speaks—— 
*‘Come children, put away your books, 
it’s bedtime—Good night! all exit. 

Soft music throughout poem adds 
greatly to the effect. 


Given at a publicity meeting in Public Li- 
brary campaign at Battle Creek. 
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Permanent Loans—3 


As long as they last ten books from 
the following list will be given as a per- 
manent loan to all libraries asking for 
them. Make your lists longer than that 
number as your first choice may be 
gone. 

Allen, James—The way of peace. 

Allen, Wm. H.—Efficient democracy. 

Amer. Acad. of Pol. & Soc. Science— 

Cost of living. 
Amer. Acad. of Pol. & Soc. Science— 
Labor and wages. 

Anderson—A few memories. 

Antwerp—Stock exchange from with- 

in. 

Association boys. (5) 

Atkinson—Science of nutrition. 

Ayscough—Letters to his mother. 

Bailey—Farm and garden rule-book 

(2). 
Bailey—Principles of vegetable gar- 
dening (2) 

Bailey—Principles of fruit growing. 

Bailey—Source, chemistry and use of 

food products. 


Barres—The faith of France. 
Barrows—Principles of cookery (4). 
Belcher—Clean milk (3). 
Benton—Easy entertaining (2). 
Beveridge—Russian advance. 
Bible—New testament rev. ver. 
Jorn (26). 
Brooks—Addresses (2). 
Brown, E. A.—‘ Broke.”’ 
Brown—Young man’s affairs (2). 
Brown, D. R.—The baby (2). 
Browning—Pomegranates from an 
English garden. 
Brunner—The country church in the 
new world order. 


Burkett—Farm stock (4). 
Burkett—Soils (4). 
Bushnell—Christian nurture (2). 
Campbell—Easiest way in housekeep- 
ing and cooking. 
Campbell—Household economies (6). 
Carleton—Small grains. 
Carnegie Endowment for interna- 
tional peace—Yearbooks (7). 
Carver—Principles of rural economics 


(3). 

















Clark—Care of the house (4). 

Clarke—What shall we think of Chris- 
tianity ? 

Coburn—Alfalfa (3). 

Coburn—Swine in America (6). 

Coleman—Successful houses. 

Conn—Bacteria in milk and its prod- 
ucts. 

Corbett—Garden farming (2). 

Coulter—Co-operation among farm- 
ers (4). 

Country Life—Commission on, Re- 
port (6). 

Craig—Judging live stock (4). 

Creamery patron’s handbook (4). 

Crissey—Story of foods (2), 

Crook-Gerry—Through five adminis- 
trations. 

Curtis—Live stock judging. 

Daniels—Furnishing a modest home 
(3). 

Davidson—Farm machinery and farm 
motors. 

Davidson—Agricultural engineering. 

Deland—Imagination in business (2). 

DeVries—Plant breeding (2). 

Earp—tThe rural church serving the 
community (4). 

Eckles—Dairy cattle and milk pro- 
duction (7). 

Eddy, A. J.—Delight the soul of art. 

Eddy, M. B.—Science and health with 
key to scriptures (2). 

Eddy, M. B.—Unity of good. 

Elliott, C. G.—Engineering for land 
drainage (6). 

Elliott, S. M.—Household hygiene 
(5). 

Farm buildings (3). 

Farmer—Boston cooking-school cook 
book (2). 

Farmers bulletins on agriculture— 
Dairying, Farm machinery (2), 
Farm economy, Forage crops, Fruit 
and berries, Grain, Live stock, 
Poultry and Bees. 

Fiske—Destiny of man, 

Fletcher—Soils (2). 

Foerster—Marriage and sex problems 
(2). 

Fosdick—Challenge of the present 
crisis (3). 

Fraser—Selections from Berkeley. 

French—Farm drainage (3). 


Fullerton—How to make a vegetable 
garden (3). 
Fullerton—Twentieth century unlim- 
ited (8). 
Gibbs—Household textiles (4). 
Gillette—Constructive rural sociology 
(4). 
Goldmark—Fatigue and efficiency. 
Gordon—An American missionary in 
Japan (2). 
Gray—War time control of industry 
(2). 
Grenfell—Man’s helpers. 
Griffis—Dux Christus (paper). 
Griggs—The new humanism. 
Grubb—The potato (5). 
Harris—Health on the farm (3). 
Hatch—Elementary agriculture. 
Hatfield—Modern accounting (3). 
Henderson—Social elements. 
Henry—Feeds and feeding (17). 
Hillhouse—House plants. 
Hodgson—Modern carpentry (3). 
(3). 
Hogan—How to feed children. 
Holt—Care and feeding of children 
(7). 
Hopkins—Story of thé soil (2). 
Hough—The man of power. 
Huard—With those who wait. 
Hubbard—Little journies (to various 
places). 
Hunt—Home problems (7). 
Hunt—How to choose a farm (2). 
Johnstone—Horse book (5). 
Johnson—lItalian rhapsody and other 
poems. 
Jordan—War and waste (3). 
Kahn—Right above race. 
Kern—Among country schools (8). 
King—Soil (3). 
Klein—Hope in suffering. 
Koester—Electricity for the farm and 
home (5). 
League to enforce peace, Proceedings 
1916. 
Lineoln—Boston cook book (2). 
Logan—Great conspiracy. 
Lubbock—Pleasures of life. 
Ludlow—Incentives for life. 
Lynch—Enlargement of life. 
Lyon—Examining and grading grain. 
Lyon—Soils and fertilizers. 










































McKay—Principles and practices of 
butter making (6). 

McKeever—Farm boys and girls. 

Mathews — Patriotism and _ religion 
(2). 

Montgomery—Corn crops (6). 

Montgomery—Productive farm crops. 

Morgan—Discipleship. 

Morrow—Soils and crops of the farm 
(9). 

Mosier—Soil physics and manage- 
ment. ; 

Mumford—Breeding of animals (3). 

Myrick—Book of corn (9). 

Ogden—Rural hygiene. 

Oppenheim—Care of the child in 
health (4). 

Pammel— Weeds of the farm and gar- 
den (4). 

Parloa—Home economics (10). 

Parloa—Miss Parloa’s young house- 
keeper. 

Parker—Trained citizen soldiery (3). 

Paton, J. S.—Progress and plenty. 

Paton, J. G.—Missionary to the 
New Hebrides. 

Patton—Home and school sewing (3). 

Plunkett—Rural life problem of the 
U. 8. (2). 

Peabody—Jesus Christ and the social 
question (4). 

Peabody—Mornings in the college 
chapel. 

Pell—What did Jesus really teach 
about war? 

Powell—Co-operation in agriculture 
(2). 

Priestman—Home decoration. 

Purinton—Personal efficiency in busi- 


ness. 
Raymond—Elements of railroad en- 
gineering (3). 
Rexford—Home garden. 
Richards—Cost of living (5). 
Richards—Cost of shelter (5). 
Richards—Euthenies (3). 
Richards—Cost of food (4). 
Richards—Food materials and their 
adulterations (6). 
Richards—Chemistry of cooking and 
cleaning (3). 
Richards—Air, water and food (2). 
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Roberts—Fertility of the land. 

Rogers—Among the trees. 

Rolland—Above the battle. 

Roth—First book of forestry (3). 

Sanderson—Insects injurious to staple 
crops. 

Saunders—Insects injurious to fruits. 


' Shamel—Manual of corn judging (5). 


Shaw—Animal breeding (4). 

— and how to grow them 
(3). 

Shaw—Forage crops. 

Shaw—Study of breeds in America 
(4). 

Shaw—Text book of nursing. 

Sherman—Chemistry of food and nu- © 
trition (3). 

Slemons—Prospective mother (2). 

Smith—Profitable stock feeding (10). 

Snyder—Soils and fertilizers (11). 

Spillman—Farm grasses of the U. 8. 

Stern—Neighborhood entertainment 
(4). : 

Talbot & Breckenridge — Modern 
household (3). 

Terrill—Household management (4). 

Trowbridge—Home school. 

U. S. Agriculture Department—Dis- 
eases of cattle (3). 

U. S. Agriculture Department—Dis- 
eases of the horse (2). 

Universal Portland Cement Co.— 
Small farm buildings of concrete. 

Vivian—First principles of soil fer- 
tility. . 

Vogt—Introduction to rural sociology. 

Voorhies—Fertilizers (5). 

Vries—Plant breeding (2). 

Wakeman—Scientific sewing and gar- 
ment cuting (3). 

Wallace—Clover farming (7). 

Wallace—Skim milk calf (3). 

Warren—Elements of agriculture (2). 

Weed—Farm friends and farm foes 
(2). 

Weeks—Text book of nursing. 

Wilkinson—Practical agriculture. 

Wilson—Why we are at war. 

Wing—Sheep farming in America 
(5). 

Worcester—Nurses for our neighbors 


(2). 





Library Conversation. 

At all libraries silence is enjoined. 
It is supposed to be a fundamental 
principle of library management that 
there should be no talking. The public 
usually acquiesces without question. 
Yet it may be, as a constructive critic 
suggests, that this is wrong. 

In the main reading room of a 
library, quietness is essential. But the 
critic insists that there ought to be, in 
every library, a ‘‘conversation room,”’ 
and she makes out a very good case, 

‘‘When people get together with 
books,’’ she says, ‘‘they like to discuss 
them. The library is the natural place 
to compare notes, to recommend, to 
criticise, to chat of this author and 
that, of movements in literature and 
byways in history and poetry. A com- 
fortable lounging room, with chairs 
disposed in pairs, and where silence is 
not enjoined — that’s what every 
library lacks.’’ 

Isn’t it the truth? Not only do book- 
lovers like to talk about books as much 
as they like to read them, but they 
learn as much from the talking as from 
the reading.—Charles City Press. 


Traveling Library Photographs 

A series of pictures have recently been 
taken showing the Traveling Library in 
action. They include (1) a rural school 
scene showing a letter being written 
asking for Traveling Library books, 
(2) the opening of the letter in the Li- 
brary Commission office, (3) the filling 
of the order from the shelves, (4) the 
packing of the books in the shipping 
room, (5) the package carried away by 
the mail truck, (6) the mail train, (7) 
unpacking of the box in the same rural 
school, and (8) the use of books in a 
town high school, with exterior views of 
the rural and town high school and a 
consolidated school having Traveling 
Library service, 

These views made into slides are to 
be used in a talk on library service at 








the A. L. A. and will be available for 
publicity use throughout the country. 





Needed Library Furniture. 

A man whose business keeps him in 
travel over the state of lowa recently 
called on the Commission Secretary and 
in the course of conversation mem- 
tioned the fact, that being a library 
trustee, he always called at the library 
wherever he was when he had a few 
moments to spare, and added that very 
few libraries make provisions for the 
hats and coats of visitors. 

With hats alone the condition is not 
so bad, but not satisfactory, but when 
overcoats must be disposed of, the sit- 
uation becomes embarrassing. On the 
table is in the way, on the floor is 
worse. What shall be done with them? 

Some libraries we know have an- 
swered the question by clothes hooks 
in the entry or other place. A few 
have umbrella racks. Let this be a 
suggestion to boards of libraries with 
no facilities of this kind to make some 
provision before the season of over- 
coats arrives. 

If there is an entry way or vestibule, 
elothes racks or hooks should be placed 
there or if no other arrangement can 
be made clothes poles or ‘‘eostumers’”’ 
may be placed in the reading and chil- 
dren’s rooms. 


All libraries wish to attract readers, 
and even a slight inconvenience may 
keep some away. Let us avoid that. 
The manual training department which 
has been so helpful to libraries in many 
ways may be able to help here. 

Another suggestion was made that a 
drinking fountain was quite an attrac- 
tion to a library. Some libraries of the 
state have received these as gifts from 
various organizations. Perhaps there 
are organiz.tions in other towns which 
will do the same for the libraries still 
without drinking facilities. 








































| Library News of the State 


Albia—Mrs. Alta Bratton has re- 
signed her position as assistant and Miss 
Edna Gantz has been elected to fill the 
vacancy. 

Ames—State College Library—The 
following changes have taken place in 
the staff of the library: By resignation, 
Miss Jacobson, cataloguer, to temporary 
work in the Haverford College Library ; 
Miss Orvis, to the position of libfarian 
of the Huron, 8. D., Public Library; 
Miss Clyde, to the Duluth Public Li- 
brary; and Miss Morrow, to complete 
her college course. The new members 
of the staff are Miss Alice Strong (lIIli- 
nois Library School), who comes from 
Detroit to have charge of serials and 
binding; Miss Elizabeth Johnson from 
the Texas Agricultural College; Miss 
Grace Wimersberger (Simmons), and 
Miss Grace Anderson (Illinois), as 
assistants in the cataloging department. 

Arnold’s Park—Mrs. Martha Gates 
has donated a site for a library building 
as a memorial to her husband, the late 
Oluf Gates. 

Bellevue—A very promising library 
beginning is being made. A _ library 
association has recently been formed, 
with a large membership, constitution 
and by-laws adopted and officers elected. 
A number of books and the use of a 
room have been donated. 

Burlington—Cupid seems to have 
been very active in the library as Miss 
Agnes Lange, an assistant, was married 
on May 29th to Mr. Carl Fischer and 
Miss Edith Cooke, assistant librarian, 
to Mr. Clyde A. Colley on June 2nd. 
Mrs. Colley will continue her work in 
the library until Mrs. Millard’s return 
in the fall from a European trip. 

Cedar Falls—By the will of Mrs. 
Vesta Bryant the library receives $2,000 
in trust, the proceeds to be used in buy- 
ing books for the library. Mrs. Bryant 
was the widow of Major Bryant, for 
many years a member of the library 
board and actively interested in the li- 
brary throughout his life. 





Cedar Rapids—The trustees of Cedar 
township have made a contract with the 
trustees of the library for the use of the 
library books by the residents of the 
township. The rural schools will be 
supplied with class room libraries. 

Cherokee—Miss Ruth Gibbons, the 
much beloved librarian for a number of 
years and secretary of the Iowa Library 
Association last year, was married on 
June 3rd to Mr. Benjamin Thomson of 
Cherokee. 

On May 27th a farewell breakfast was 
given Miss Gibbons by the library board 
at which a silver sandwich basket was 
presented to her with a letter expressing 
their appreciation of her services as li- 
brarian and their wishes for her future 
happiness. Mr. and Mrs. Thomson will 
soon move to California. 

Miss Bessie Fensler, librarian at Mis- 
souri Valley, has been selected to fill 
the vacancy in the Cherokee library. 

Clear Lake—The public library at 
Clear Lake has recently been enriched 
by a very generous endowment fund 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Lowing S. Dor- 
chester in memory of their son who met 
a tragic death last fall. 

The money given was the private 
bank account of Lowing, Jr., and repre- 
sents savings, gift of friends, Liberty 
bonds, ete., money he was saving to take 
him through college when he had fin- 
ished. high school. He was in the 
sixth grade and the sixty-nine volumes 
recently purchased are books suitable 
for boys of that age. The interest of 
the memorial fund will be used each 
year to add to this collection. 

A handsome bronze tablet with the 
words, ‘‘In memory of Lowing S. Dor- 
chester, whose money established the 
fund for the purchase of these books,” 
is placed above the special shelves made 
for this collection. 

Davenport—Miss Jane Kibly, an as- 
sistant in the library for the past five 
years, has resigned her position to ac- 
cept one in the United States Hospital - 
at Prescott, Arizona. . 

Denison—Mr. Phil A. Schlumberger 
and Mr. P. J. Klinher have been ap- 
pointed by the mayor to fill the va 





J F* + Sle 
“> Wy 
2 Neen GET «i 4 pee 
: tok Le A: yp a ee 


fe NE PB 


cancies caused by the deaths of Mr. 
J. T. Carey and Mr. J. P. Connor. Mr. 
Carl F. Kuehnle was elected by the 
board to the office of president made 
vacant by Judge Connor’s death. 

Des Moines—Drake University—Miss 
Eva Fitch has resigned her position as 
cataloguer to accept a similar one in the 
library of the University of California. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Helen Keogh, general assistant, 


‘was married on May 12th to Mr. Sidney 


Shepard of Des Moines where the newly 
married couple will live. Mrs. Shep- 
ard will continue her work in the Li- 
brary Commission office. 

Eldora—Superintendent O. S. Von 
Krog of the Iowa Training School for 
Boys has been appointed a member of 
the library board to succeed Mr. W. H. 
Soper who has resigned. 

Fairfield—Two friends of the library, 
seeing the need of more money for the 
purchase of books, have agreed to give 
$1,000 to a book endowment fund on 
condition that the public raise $4,000, 
or they will give $1.00 for every $4.00 
raised by the public if the full amount 
is not secured. 

Harlan—The Dedication of the new 
Paup Memorial Library Building at 
Harlan was held at the Congregational 
Church on Wednesday evening, June 
18th, followed by an informal reception 
at the library. 

The program at the church included 
a report of the work of building and of 
the gift which made the building possi- 
ble with formal presentation to the city 
by T. H. Potter, president of the library 
board. In accepting the building Mayor 
Booth paid a brief tribute to Mr. H. H. 
Paup, the giver. 

Mr. H. 8S. White, a former board 
member, gave a sketch of library work 
in Harlan after which Miss Julia A. 
Robinson, Secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, spoke on ‘‘A library 
an asset to any community.’’ Benedic- 
tion by Rev. Walter Metcalf concluded 
the program. 

Library work in Harlan dates back 
to 1875 when a small subscription li- 
brary was in existence. At a later period 


the P. E. O. chapter maintained a li- 
brary for a number of years until a 
favorable vote was taken for tax sup- 
port. When the city council refused to 
levy a tax the books were scattered and 
Harlan was without a library until 1914 
when a levy was made, a board ap- 
pointed and a library opened in such 
quarters as could be secured. This for 
a few years past has been the new high 
school building. 

But Harlan was fortunate in having a 
citizen with means and a love of chil- 
dren but without a family. The beau- 
tiful new building just completed and 
dedicated is due to his gift of $20,000. 
His death in California last winter pre- 
ceded the completion of ihe building 
which will stand as a better monument 
to his memory than would a granite 
shaft in the cemetery. 

The building is dark brick with white 
stone trimmings admirably located on an 
ample lot which has been attractively 
landscaped. The interest which had 
accumulated and a reserve from the 
maintenance fund enabled the purchase 
of Library Bureau furniture. A num- 
ber of gifts of money and equipment 
have been received. 

Much credit is due the women who 
for twenty years have never lost their 
vision of a fully equipped library build- 
ing for Harlan and exerted their efforts 
to that end and now see in this building 
the realization of their dream. Mrs. B. 
B. Griffith, Secretary, and Mrs. E. A. 
Cobb, a member of the present board, 
were of this group of faithful workers. 
Mrs. Minnie Brazie is librarian. 

Hull—The Boy Scouts have taken 
over the management of the library 
formerly operated by the Woman's 
Club. 

Iowa Falls—Mrs. Vivian Ellis has 
been appointed librarian in place of Miss 
Lucile Simmons who served as librarian 
temporarily after Mrs, Anders’ resig- 


nation. 

While not a result of 
Miss Shellenberger’s article on basement 
children’s rooms but as a confirmation 
of her opinion, the children’s room has 
been moved from the basement to a sec- 
















































ond floor room fitted up for the purpose. 
The change gives the library one of the 
most attractive children’s rooms in the 
state. 

Missouri Valley—Miss Bessie Fensler 
has resigned to accept the position of 
librarian at Cherokee and Miss Stella 
Turner has been selected to fill the va- 
eancy. 

Oskaloosa —A special fund to provide 
library service for the Mahaska Hospital 
is being accumulated by the library, 
$300 having already been given by’ Mrs. 
Sarah J. Moffett who gave $200, Mr. A. 
P. Spencer who gave $50 in the name of 
his late wife, and $50 from an unknown 
friend. To this amount Mrs. Mary E. 
Spencer offers to add $500 if other 
friends will give sufficient amounts to 
raise the total to $1,000. 

Sioux City—Mo College— 
Nearly 3,000 books and pamphlets on 
German language, literature, history, 
art, and philosophy and $1,500 were be- 
queathed to Morningside College library 
by Prof. Agnes Fergeson, until her re- 
cent death head of the German Depart- 
ment of the college. The interest on the 
eash gift will be used for the purchase 
of German books for the library. 

Spirit Lake—The library board re- 
cently gave a dinner honoring the two 
new members, Mrs. C. C. Gravatt and 
Dr. F. L. R. Roberts, also Miss Blanche 
Watts of Spencer, who had just com- 
pleted the reorganizing and cataloging 
of the library and Mrs. Stewart, also of 
Spencer, who assisted Miss Watts. 

Traer—Mrs.A. J. Danher has been 
appointed a member of the library board 
to succeed Miss Emma Sherrett whose 
term expired and who refused reap- 
pointment. 

Washington—The Catholic Daugh- 
ters of America have presented twenty- 
nine volumes by F. Marion Crawford 
to Chileote Library in memory of Miss 
Agnes Swift, world war nurse who died 
a few months ago. 

Waterloo—Miss Maria C. Brace, li- 
brarian for the past ten years and con- 
nected with the library in other ca- 
pacities' for two years previous, has 
tendered her resignation to the library 


board to aecept the position of librarian Ps 


of the Masonic Library at Cedar Rapids, 

The library has unfortunately met 
with a cut in its appropriation at the 
hands of the city council and in the 
interest of economy no successor will be — 
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appointed immediately but the manage- * 


ment of the library will be left in the 
hands of a committee from the staff. 


The present momentum of the library _ 


will make this possible for a few months ae 


without appreciable loss of efficiency — 
but it is to be hoped that snch an ar- 
rangement may be temporary only as 
even Miss Brace’s excellent organization 
will not carry over indefinitely and it 
would seem poor economy on the part 
of the library board to allow a decrease 
in the service of the library which has — 
been so efficiently maintained. It is also — 
difficult to believe that Waterloo will 
allow its library ranking to decrease by 
reason of decrease in appropriation and — 
a closing of its stations. 

Winterset—A bronze tablet inscribed 
‘‘In Memoriam, Mary Cassidy, 
brarian 1891-1920’’ has been placed at 


the entrance to the reference room of 


the library honoring Miss Cassidy for 
her devoted service given to the library. 

The school directors have made an ap- 
propriation of $200 to the book fund of 


the library in appreciation of the use- — 1 


fulness of the library to the public school — 
students. 





Miss M. B. Welles 
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Miss M. B. Welles, a member of the ee 


va Dodge library board for fifty-two — 


rs, passed away at Fort Dodge on — 
April 4th. Miss Welles was identified 


with the board from the days of its or- x | 


ganization before the days of tax sup-— 
port, having been elected secretary oi 
the Fort Dodge Library Association in — 
1872. This was the board of which Capt, 


Johnson was also a member and the li- — 


brary was first installed in Capt. John- — 
son’s law office. During all the years a 


since, Miss Welles has taken a keen in- 2 


terest in the library even during the | 
past few months when ill health pre-— 
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vented her from taking her usual active ; * 


part. 
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